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2 COR. \ 27 8. 


7 dre confident, '7 ay, and ilar rather 
to be abſent from the body, and to be "me 
Fat With the Lord. 85 


by has been e = the Apoſtle 
1 Paul, that when he ſpeaks 1 in his epiſtles 
of the happineſs of heaven, he moſt com- 
5 monly chooſes to deſcribe it in its laſt and 
perfect Rate Paſſing over the ſcene that 
immediately ſucceeds death, he leads our 
views forward to the great day of the re- 
ſurrection, when the ſouls and bodies of the 
ſaints ſhall be reunited, and made for ever 
1 happy and glorious i in the preſence and frut= 
tion of God. And his reaſon for ſo doing 


may be, not only becauſe this laſt ſtate i 1s. 
: moſt perfect, and he could deſcribe 1 


terms more eaſy to be underſtood, and 
more ftriking to the i imagination, than the 
TT other; 


Tir 


other ; but becnult the renovation of the 

body was a conſ.deration peculiarly adapted - 
to comfort the primitive Chriſtians, who 

. ſuffered ſo much in their perſons and out- | 


ward circumſtances for the ſake of religion, 


They © who were troubled on every ide,” 
as it is expreſſed i in the preceding chapter, 
who were perplexed, perſecuted, caſt 


* down, and who always bore: about in ; 


«© their bodies the dying of the Lord Jeſus ;” I 


perſons. who had their reliſh thus ſpoiled | 
for all worldly enjoyments, could not but 
rejoice in the aſſurance, that their bodies . 
ſhould another day be raiſed from the grave, 
and be faſhioned like unto the glorious body 
of Jeſus, and that their ſouls reunited to 
their bodies ſhould be made Wake with him | 
for ever. . | 


Put i it has been queſtioned whether the 


Apoſtle has, in this chapter, any view to 
the laſt reſurrection at all. Poſſibly he 

| might, when in the Ath verſe he ſpeaks of ” 

4 mortality being ſwallowed up of life.“ 

5 Nor is! it improbable that he had fome 198 

to it, when in the 1ſt verſe he ſays, we 


% have a | pulling: of God; and in the 2d, 


„ We 


„ 

i we defire to be clothed upon with out 
* houſe, which is from heaven.” But the 
language of the text is evidently reſtricted 
to the intermediate ſtate, that condition of 
the ſaints which follows immediately upon 


death. For, having ſpoke of their being 


formed by a divine influence into a temper 
ſuited to the heavenly ſtate, and of their 
feelings with reſpect to their preſent con- 
dition, that it was no way compar able to 
that, but rather diſagreeable and unhappy ; 


:* he adds We are confident, and willing 


* rather to be abſent from the body, and to 
by: preſent with the Lord, 5 


1 We are confident bold and couragi- 
ous amidſt the ſufferings and perſecutions 
we endure ; and are become ſo through a 
perſuaſion that, as on the one hand, whilſt 
we are at home (or are ſojourners) in the 
5 body, we are abſent from the Lord; ſo, 
on the other, that when we are abſent from 
the body, we ſhall be preſent with the 
Lord. The 3 of our preſent | 


©. Nate, - that is that of pilgrims . 
25 ſtranger 18. of 1 on a journey, and at 


a Jiltance: from their native country; for- 
B 2 — bids 


=: _ +) 
| bids our being ſurprized or ſhocked at he = 
_ evils we ſuffer. And the proſpect of th 
happineſs that is before us, when we ſhall F 
arrive at. our long expected home, adds joy 4 


: . 

3 and . to our and reſo- 
| 

} 

i 


EE Or, this Confidence may refer to the grounds 


V r faith as to a future ſtate of hap- 
= pineſs, and of their aſſurance that they 
[ ©: ers themſelves entitled to it. For the 
| | Apoſtle had been ſpeaking in the context of 
both the one and the other. We know 
| « that we have a building of God, ” "Ver; 
And, * he that hath wrought us for the 


= « ſelf-ſame thing, is God, who allo hath 
= 4 given: unto us the carneft of the Spirit.” 

þ Ts And he immediately adds, ver. 6. 
| (to which he alſo ſeems to refer in the text) 

( wy: Therefore we are always confident.” 

i „ We are willing,” he proceeds ; or as 
=: the word might be "dared, «© we are well - 
it Conte, OE, pleaſed &. *. — We not only acquieſce in 
| | 3 death, but v we 18 a comp! acency and fatisfac- 


tion in the con templation of it. F. or, though 
to paſs cut of the body, to be diſinifſcd from 


5 od entuhel | 


it, 


— — — <>, — > 9 — —᷑ͥ— — — — — — 
E - Ny ——— — — . 


1 


At, us the ſojourner is from the tent, or inn, 
where he is for a time lodged and enter- 


tained; though this, on ſome accounts, is 


'K difagreeable painful circumſtance : yet the 
being preſent with the Lord, which ſhall be 


the immediate conſequence of abſence from 


the body, the proſpect of this more than 
balances all the pain we feel from the re- 
luctance of nature to death. Nay, abſence 
from the body, _ conſidering the many in- 
conveniencies and troubles we are expoled 
to, whilſt ſojourning in this tent or taber- 


nacle, (and which he had before adverted ; 


„ 20]-18 itſelf, on theſe accounts, deſirable. 


E ſhort, i ſenſe of the words is this: 


45 We have a firm perſuaſion, that when 
our immortal ſpirits are by death diſ- 


miſſed from the body, we ſhall be in- 


68 ſtantly preſent with the Lord. And this 
«« perſuaſion, founded upon the moſt 
* ſure and rational grounds, not only re- 


« conciles us to death, but excites in us an 


e ogger. deſire of death, and makes us bold 

and couragious amidſt all the perſecu- 

8 tions and ſufferings we endure in ur | 
* way to it. 


Now 
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Now I propoſe in further diſcoutſing of ; 


theſe words to conſider, 


1. The happineſs which 2 men have 


in proſpect; 


II. The period at which it will com- 


mence 1 


III. The ods on which their faith 


| and wats" are built; and, 


The bleſſed effect ie this con- 


POL may, and ought to have. upon their 85 
png and conduct. = 


1 Let us take a view - the happi- 


neſs which good men have in proſpect.— 
„They are willing to be abſent from the 
a body, as they expect then to be . 
* with the Lord.” 


FP IRS T, They are willing to be abſent : 


from the body.” Now this phraſe has 
a manifeſt reſpect to that other in the 6th 
verſe, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of our being 


« at home j in the body,” which, 1 think, 


ought rather to have been rendered 00 ſo- 
60 journing in the body *” and which is a 


quite oppoſite idea to chat of being © at 
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„ home in it.” So that the body is the 
tent or tabernacle, in which the ſoul, for 
_ awhile, reſides. And from this figurative 
account of our preſent mode of exiſtence it 
may be very juſtly inferred—that the ſoul 
is of a nature diſtin from the body — 
that it is more noble and excellent than the 
f body —chat the union between the one and 
the other is but of ſhort duration — and 
that the former i 1s capable of exiſting ſepa- 
rate from the latter. But 1 muſt not inſiſt 
| on. theſe ee | 


Death 1s a departure of the foul out of 
the body, the place of its preſent reſidence. 
And it muſt be acknowledged, that the con- 
venience or ſuitableneſs of the tent to the 
| gueſt that inhabits it, renders the idea of a 
departure out of it diſagreeable and painful. 85 
So intimate and pleaſing is the union eſta- 
bliſhed between ſoul and body, that nature 
cannot but feel a reluctance to the diſſolu- 
tion. And that reluctance is heightened | 
in the generality of mankind, by their un- 
due and ſinful attachments to ſenſe, by the 
guilt they daily contract upon their con- 
ſciences, and by their miſerable —— 
3 ſions 
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fions of the conſequences of death. No 
wonder that the traveller, who is become 
immoderately fond of the inn at which he 
on puts up for a little refreſhment on his 
Journey, and who conceives the moſt peri- 
lous conſequences to be likely to enſue 1 im- 
mediately upon his quitting it; no wonder, 
1 ſay, that he ſhould linger therein from 
35 to day, unwilling. and | afraid to leave 

it. ä 


But abſence from the body, eſpeciatly 
under certain circumſtances, i is far from ex- 
citing in the breaſt of the Chriſtian a pain- 
ful idea. Not that religion eradicates the 
feelings of nature, and makes men totally 
indifferent to the preſent life. The primi- 
tive Chriſtians themſelves, mortified as they 
1 to the world, had ſtill their attach- 
ment to it: and, aſſured as they. were of 
future happineſs, they could not but with 
to be excuſed. paſſing. through the dark 
| valley that leads to it. We groan being 
« burthened, not for char ve would be 
<« unclothed, but clothed upon.” — But 
ll | then, when we come to confider the bleſfed 
=_ proſpects which a Chriſtian of firong faith 
10 1 „„ 8 and 
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and lively hope poſſeſſes ; ; and Wel we 
add to this his growing indifference to the 
world, and ſome extraordinary circum- 
ſtances which may happen to him to ren- 
der his continuance in the body dis gree- 
able; we ſhall ſee that the idea of abſence 
from the body muſt, in regard of him, be 
rather chearful and ene than ir- 
ſome and ſorrow ful. As to the proſpects 
he has before him, we ſhall treat of them 
by and by. — Let us here inquire what 
circumſtances do or may attend the con- 
nexion between ſoul and. body, which ſerve 


to reconcile the good man to death, if not 


to inſpire him with an earneſt deſire of it, ; 
| And here 1 ſhall remind you, 5 


Iſt. Of the pains and diſorders to which 
the body i is liable, and their influence upon 
the mind. This is a conſideration which 
affects all ſorts of perſons, whatever be 
their religious character. Acute diſeaſes, 
ſuch as the burning fever, the racking 
ſtone, the labouring aſthma, and the waſt- 

ing conſumption, naturally make men 

weary of life, and groan to be delivered 
from it, as from an intolerable burden: 
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And chronical diſeaſes are often very 


grievous to be borne, though they operate 
differently from thoſe juſt mentioned, gra- 


dually mining the foundation of the houſe, | 


inſtead of inſtantly deſtroying. it by open 
and violent aſſault. The effects of both 
theſe kinds of diſcaſes upon the mind, are 
too numerous to be particularly deſcribed ; 
or I might tell you how they cloud the 
imagination and fancy, obſtruct the pro- 
greſs of thought and reflexion, enfeeble ” 
-:: the powers of reaſon, and miſerably diſtarb 
and irritate the paſſions. Languor 1 and : 
fainting, deep oppreſſion of the ſpirits, 
throbbings of the heart, 8 gloomineſs nnd; 
melancholy, yea, horror and conſternation, 


are all the ſad offspring of bodily diſtem- 


pers. And theſe fad ſenſations render men 


incapable of reliſhing the comforts of life, 


enjoying the pleaſures of ſociety, and diſ- 
charging the proper duties of their ſtation. 
No wonder then that the good man eſpe- 
cially, who has been uſed to delight in 
meditation, reading and prayer, and in the 
pleaſant offices of friendſhip and charity ; 

' ſhould earneſtly wiſh for his final delive- 


rance from the body. — But what has the 
„FFF main 
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3 11 
main influence to excite his moſt ard ent 
' wiſhes to be releaſed from it, 1s the: conſi- 

deration, | 


2dly. That the body is the occaſion of 


much ſin. This, indeed, is little adverted 
> to by the generality of mankind. Recon- 

_ ciled to the tyranny of their appetites and 

— paſſions, they feel ſcarce any pain on ac- 

count of the many temptations to ſin, 


"wi which they are continually aſſaulted. 
But the real Chriſtian with his mind ſerves 
the law of God, and therefore every Occa- 


 ffon of his violating that law muſt be a 


ſource of anxiety and pain to his mind. 
Now the body; in various ways, beco mes 


the occaſion of ſin. The ſenſes are the 


medium by which all external temptati ons 


to. ſin gain acceſs to the heart. By t theſe 


the gaiety and ſplendor of the world, with 


all that is alluring in the whole circle of 


nature, are -profented: to the imagination. 1 


So the appetites of the body are excited 
and inflamed; and <* when luſt hath con- 
« ceived, ” as the Apoſtle James exprefic 


1 Cans 


it, 6 it bilngeth forth fin*”—the hands 
carry into practice the evil inclinations of | 


* ſames i. 15. 
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| the heart. 


Fe members. N 


« ſenſs! 
* nobler part, my renewed nature, wearied, 
BY oppreſied 


172 „„ 
Hence we read of the body 
60 of fin,” and the luſts that war in the 


Nowy the conſideration of 


all this ſcnſbly afflicts the Chriſtian, and 


makes him frequently g groan for deliverance. 


we Ah!. how does this body check the aſpi- 


« rations of my ſoul to God, drag me 


and chain me faſt to 
How is my immortal ſpirit, my 


ce down to earth, 


and borne dow vn with theſe 


de ſinful appetites and : affections! | Ow retch- | 
ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 


60 from the body 0 of this death | 5 


"rok 


5 But, when the foul | is re eaſed Ho the 


| body, Tt 18 freed from all. thi fe compla zints. 
= oper: ations. are no longer obſtructed by 
bod ily. pa! ins and diſorders; at nd it is no 
longer ſolicited to fin by its connexion with 
ſenſible objects. 
broke down, and the captive ſpirit is ſet 


The priſon- Walls are ; 


11 


at liberty. * ell may the Chriſtian then 


with to be. abſent from the body! But 


let us turn our eyes now from theſe leſſer 
conſiderations, to others infinitely more in- 


tereſting and 1 import ant, I mean, 


SECONDLY, 


. FN, - nes 


T1 


| SECONDLY, The bright and glorious 


_ proſpects he has before him. Theſe are hap- 
pily expreſſed by the phraſe of his 1 — Hong 
380 preſent with the Lord.“ 


By the Lord the Apoſtle Vibe doubt 


means our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: and by 


% being preſent with him,“ the immediate 


vition and fruition of him in heaven. 
Much after the ſame manner he expreſſes 


himſelf in his epiſtle to the Philippians, 


„J am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a 


09 defire to depart, and to be with Chriſt*.” 


And to the Theſſalonians; ; „80 ſhall we 
ever be with the Lord 7,” In this laſt: 


paſſage, indeed, he is ſpeaking of the final 


condition of the ſaints after the reſurrec- 


tion of the body; whereas in that other 
to the Philippians, and in the words of 


the text, his views are manifeſtly confined 


to the ſeparate ſtate. In diſcourſing there- 
N fore of that ſtate, I ſhall briefly i inquire _ 

= What the ſaints ſhall be upon their gif 
= miſſion from the body ? — Where they 


ſhall be? — With whom they ſhall be? — | 
And how long they 11 all « continue in this 


bliſsful Rate | Y 
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1ſt, If it be inquired, What the ſaints 
ſhall be? I anſwer, ſuch a change will paſs | 
at the inſtant it quits the 
body, as will perfectly fit and qualify it for 

contemplating, ſerving and enjoying God. 
They who have any acquaintance with 
themſelves, muſt be ſenſible of the igno- 
rance, weakneſs and impurity of their 


minds in the preſent ſtate; 


they are 


The immor— 


wt fett ST and bound, its facultics ener- 
ated and broken, and its affect tions debaſed 
25 ſenſualized; having „ fay, 
eſcape, 1 It 
pure, pet 
was ssb defioncd to be. 
of the foul will be 
_ enlarged, fo as to be capable of framing 
juſt ideas of every object pr reſented to the 
mind, and of reaſoning about them with- 
out any liableneſs to err and miſtake. And 
the tendencies and affeQions of the heart 


W vt 


made Its 
=; active, chearful Being, it 


all! ſtrengthened and 
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and conſequent- 
„ of the affliction and ſorrow to which 
on theſe accounts continually 
But at death every complaint of 
this ſort will ! be at an end. 
tal . having nade its eſcape from the 
body, lat dark manſion where it ſo long | 


will ident feel itſelf that 


The powers 


= 


will be al! refined ſrom the groſs impuri- 
ties of ſenſe; ſo that the conſelence will 
be the cat of the pureſt a and mot exalted 


pleaſures. O what amazing light will then 


break in upon the underitanding, and chaſe 
away the thick miſts of i ignorance, preju- 


dice and error that hung about the ſoul! 


O what a pleaſing and unalterable bias 
ſhall the will then reccive to every ching 

that is holy and good; and ſo for ever ex- 

tirpate from the conſcious breaſt all doubt, 
fear, guilt, ſhame and ſorrow! O what 

peace, love and joy ſhall circulate around 

the heart; and ſo render obedience to the 
will of God, and all the active ſervices of 
Ss heavenly Rate, not only eaſy, but in 


finitely pleaſant and delight; ul! Thus 
changed and made perfect, the foul will be 


fitted for contemplating the infinite attri- 


butes of God, for admiring and adoring 
ie tranſcendent excellencies diſplayed in 
all' his works, and for enjoying the raptu- 
rous pleaſures of devotion in their higheſt 
a perfection. In ſhort, it will be as hap- 
py as it is poſſible for the human mind 


5 to be. 


Whether 
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Whether there be ſome material vehicle 
or covering provided for the ſoul, in which 
it will ſubſiſt and act until the day of the 

; reſurrection, is a queſtion too curious to be 

diſcuſſed here. Something of this kind, 
it has been conjectured, the Apoſtle had in 
his eye, when in this context he ſpeaks 
a building of God,” and of . being : 
« clothed upon with our houſe which is 

L from heaven.” But, as the ſcriptures 

5 have given us no certain information upon | 
this point, it 18 enough for us to know, 

| that the ſoul is capable of exiſting a 

ſtate ſeparate from the body; and that in 


that ſtate, whether there be or be not a 
manſion prepared for its reſidence, it will 


be in a capacity to exerciſe all its faculties 
in a manner far more ſatisfactory to itſelf 
uy than at preſent. — And ”o I am led to 


= N 


24, Where the ſpirits of jan men, thus 
made perſect, ſhall be? Nor do I mean 
here to entertain you with philoſophical 
ſpeculations concerning the relation which 
ſpirits bear to place and motion; however 
ſuch ſpeculations may ſeem to be juſtified 
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by the phraſes i in our text of . being abſent 


« from the body and preſent. with the 
cc Lord. » That there is a local heaven is 


not to be queſtioned, ſince we are aſſured 


that our Saviour, and Enoch, and Elijah, 


when they departed hence, carried their 
bodies with them: but where that heaven 
is, is © vain and fruitleſs inquiry. As to 
departed ſpirits, if new vehicles are pro- 
vided for their reception, as ſome have con- 
jectured; we may with ſtrict propriety ap- 
ply to them that ſort of language which 
belongs to bodies, and ſpeak of their re- 
ſidence in a certain fixed place, and of their 
motion from one point to another. But, if 
we ſuppoſe that the ſoul at death exiſts per- 
| fectly ſeparate from matter; then we mean 
by its being abſent from the body, that it 
hath no longer any connexion with it, does 
not act upon it, is not conſcious of what 
paſſes i in it, and holds no converſe with the 
material world by the aid of its organs or 
ſenſes. And by its being preſent with the 
bleſſed God, and other happy ſpirits, we 
mean its exerciſing all the faculties proper 
to the mind, ſuch as perceiving, judging, 
willing.) and the like, after a more perfect 


D manner 
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manner than it did formerly, and wholly 
free from thoſe reſtraints and embarraſſments 
Which were the reſult of connexion with 
"= body. 8 So that, to ipeak properly, the 


good man does not at death aſcend on high 


or move to a remote diſtance; but, the ſhell _ 
Y dropping, he finds himſelf inſtantly in hea- 
ven. As Gideon's lamps, when the pitch- 
ers wherein they had been concealed were 
broken, ſuddenly darted out their light, to 
the aſtoniſhment of the Midianitiſh hoſt ; | 
| ſo the immortal ſpirit, when this veſſel of 
clay wherein it had been held is diſſolved - 
: ſuddenly flames up amidſt myriads of kin- 
dred. {pirits, to its own and their infinite | 
admir ation and 50 ; 


But, diſmiſiog chele inquiries, as more 


curious than profitable, I ſhall content my- 


ſelf with replying to the queſtion, Where 


the ſaints ſhall be? in language better 
foited to our preſent. modes of conception 


about theſe thipgs, and which the ſcrip- 


tures moſt commonly uſe when treating of 


theſe ſubjs &s. At death, then, the Chriſ- 


tian ſhall find himſelf in a different kind of 
world from this, where imperfection, vani- 


4; I 3 . 
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ty and change, are written upon every ob⸗ 


ject he is converfant with, where ſente pre- 


vails over reaſon and religion, and where 
fin and Satan have ſo mighty and general 


an influence. He ſhall lift up his eyes in 


heaven, in the heaven of heavens, in the 
third heavens, in paradiſe, in the imme- 
diate preſence of God himſelf. To give a 
juſt deſcription of that world i is impo#7 ole, 
as we have none of us been there. The 
great Apoſtle, indeed, was caught up hither, 
but whether in the ods,” or out of the 
body, he could not tell, nor was it lawful 


for him to utter the words he there heard *. 


Of this, however, we may be aſſured, that Z 


if this terreſtrial globe with all its appe n= 


dages be fo glorious, if the ſun, moon 


and ſtars furnith ſuch 1}luitrious proof fs of 


the power and greatneſs of God, and if 
En even the meaneſt dart of the Creation is ca- 


pable of affording luch entertainment to 


A curious mind; heaven ſurely muſt be in- 


finitely more glorious, as God there makes 


the fulleſt and moſt perfect diſplay of his 
tranſcendent excellencics. All our notions. 


of ſplendor and glory, taken from what we 
are converſant with among men, vaniſh 


* 2 Cor. Xi. 2—4. 
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away even at the diſtant proſpe& which 


faith gives us of that world. What is the 


palace of the greateſt monarch on earth, 


when compared with that building of God, 


that houſe not made with hands, in which 
the King of Kings reſides, and hath pre- 
pared manſions for every one of his u- 
merous family! What are the cities moſt 


renowned in hiſtory for their grandeur and 


magnificence, when compared with the 
New Jeruſalem, which cometh down out 
of heaven, whoſe ſtreets are gold, its gates 
pearl, and its foundations garniſhed with 
precious ſtones! What are the kingdoms 
of this world, thoſe of them which are 


moſt famous for their wealth and opu- 


lence, and every thing that can make a 
YT people great and happy, when compared 
with that kingdom which Chriſt hath ob- 
' tained for his church, at the expence 4 
his blood! Vea, how dark and how trifling 
. ſpot is this earth itſelf, when compared 
5 with thoſe bright and immeaſurable re- 
oY gions above, which are ever irradiated by = 
the great Sun of Righteouſneſs in all 
his glory ? — But it will be further in- 
quired, 


. 
ay; With whom theſe happy W 
will be? To which the anſwer is, not with 
ignorant, weak and finful men — men 
ſubject to innumerable follies, and to vari- 
ous hurtful paſſions; not with the wicked 
and profane, nor with hypocrites and de- 
ceivers, no nor. with Chriſtians themſelves 
in their preſent imperfect, doubtful and 
afflicted ſtate. In this world there is but 
little agreeable ſociety ; but one here and 
there that a good man would chooſe freely 
to converſe with, or that he can thorough- 
1y confide in. Nay, the pleaſures of friend- 
ſhip, when they approach the neareſt to 
perfection, are attended wich their allays. 
On which accounts, as well as Others, 
weary of the world we are ſometimes 
ready to ſay with Job, « We loathe it, TY 
« we would not live always.” But in 
heaven there is the moſt amiable, improv- 
ing and delightſul company. There we 
ſhall join © the general aſſembly and 
church of the firſt- born, an innumer- 


« Able company of angels, and the ſpirits in 


s of juſt men made perfect x: a ſociety 
compoſed of perſons moſt wiſe, holy and 


* Heb, xii. 22, 23. 


| happy ; 5 


tat 


happy; all of one mind and one heart; 
and who all poſſeſs every imaginable excel- 
lence to recommend them to one another's 
eſteem and affection. Their pure hearts 
are united by the ſoft, but inſeparable, bands 
of divine love. They enter deeply into 
each others views, ſentiments and affec- 
tions; and are mutually raviſhed with each 
others ſweet and entertaining diſcourſe. 
Subjects of the higheſt importance employ 
their attention, and excite in their breaſts 
the nobleſt paſſions. | And their devout 
feelings they expreſs in ſongs. of infinite 
praiſe to Him that ſitteth on the throne, and 
the Lamb for ever; nor is one jarring note 


10 be heard through. the heavenly choir. 


All is peace, and Joy, and love there. O 


glorious company | conſiſting of Patriarchs, 8 
Prophets, Apoſtles and Martyrs; men of 
God, who ſtand diſtinguiſhed on divine re- 
cord for their faith, piety and love, and 
whoſe fair examples have charmed our 
| hearts, and provoked our imitation, How 


5 great the felicity! to ſee and converſe with 
Abraham the Father of the faithful, with 


Moſes the Lawgiver of the Jewiſh Church, 


with David the ſweet finger of Iſrael, with 


A 23 5 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentile, and with 


the reſt of the ſaints who came out of : 
great tribulation, and have waſhed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 


of the Lamb. How unſpeakable the bliſs! 


to join again our dear friends and rela- 
tives whom we tenderly loved, and would 
have fain detained here on earth, but who 
got the ſtart of us, and arrived at that hap- 
py world before us — to join, I ay, their 


company, to be admitted to their embraces, 


to enjoy the moſt intimate and unreſerved 
fellowſhip with them, and to partake large- ” 
ly, even to the utmoſt of our wiſhes, of 
| their temper and their Joys. This muſt be 
| Happineſs, pure ard exalted happineſs in- 
decd! What devout ſoul, with theſe bright 
prof; bects before him, would not wilh to 
be abſent from the body — - Would not Halli 
the happy moment that hall diſſolve all 


his connexions here on earth, and give 


. him a ſeat among chis blefſed | wy 


above? 


| Rar it is FE; the being preſent. with the 
Fad. ” that hath the chief effect to recon- 
cile a 8 man to death. A proſpect this 
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i tranſporting, that it perfectly obliterates, 


when beheld by a ſteady faith, every idea | 


of death that is ſad and gloomy. Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is © the only begotten 
_ «. Son of God; the brightneſs of his 
„ Father's ler and the expreſs image 5 
« of his perſon.” In compaſſion to poor, 
loſt, periſhing ſinners, he came down from 
heaven, became a le. * «© was made fleſh, 
* and dwelt among us;“ and, having of- 
fered himſelf a ſacrifice to divine juſtice 
upon the croſs, aroſe from the dead, and 
aſcended triumphantly up into heaven, 
where he continues until the reſtitution of 
. things, Now, as he i is “one with the | 
„Father *, and no leſs than « the true © 
08; God and eternal life +;” ” to 5 preſent 
8 with him, is to be preſent with God. And 


what is this but to ſee God, to be con- 
formed to his likeneſs, to be united to 


him, and 0 enjoy perfect ſatisfaction in 
a ſenſe of his favour, and in the moſt in- 
timate communion with him for ever? 

But, it is in his mediatorial capacity the 
Apoſtle here conſiders him. In our nature 
he aſcended up into heaven, and there lives 


and reigns as Lord of all worlds. And O 


* John x. 30. + * John v. 20. 3 
who. 


who can deſcribe the tranſcendent beauty, 
majeſty, and glory which diſtinguiſh his 


countenance from the myriads of pure 


and perfect ſpirits which inhabit thoſe = 
bliſsful regions! How different his ap- 
pearance from what it was when here 
on earth! His body was then torn and 
mangled by Jews and Romans ; but is now. 
arrayed in garments white as ſnow, with a 
«© name written thereon, King of Kings, and 
« Lord of Lords *. His hands were then 
ignominiouſſy faſtened to a croſs; but they 
now ſway a ſceptre of irreſiſtible authority 
over the univerſe. His head was then 
pierced with cruel thorns; but it is now 


adorned with a diadem of matchleſs ſplen- 


dor and glory. © He was crucified through 
„ weakneſs; but he now lives by the 


55 N of God 5 4 


Now; to be peolonk with Chriſti in | this his 


exalted ſtate, is, as he Himſelf expreſſes its. 
to behold his glory + +,” to ſee him face 0 
face, to ſurvey his perſonal and relative ex- 
cellencies, to contemplate the wonders of 
his dying love, and to be witneſſes of the 
triumphs of his power and grace. To be Zh 


Rey. xix. 16, + 2 Cor. xiii. 4. 1 John xvii. 24. 
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28 
preſent with him, is to be admitted into 
his company, to hear ourſelves the gracious 
words that proceed from his lips, and to 
receive immediately from himſelf, the in- 
finitely Joyful and ſatisfying aſſurances of 
our intereſt in his favour. It is fo to con- 
verſe with him, as to be aſlimilated to his 
likeneſs, and to be changed from glory to 
glory; to be united to kim by the firmeſt 
bands of friendſhip and affection, and after 
a more perfect manner than any union ſab= 
fiſts among men. The language of the 

text very ſtrikipgly illuſtrates what I mean: 
for it intimates that the union between 
Chhriſt and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, is as intimate and endearing as 
that between ſoul and body. — 5 Abſent 
from che body, and preſent with the 
Lord; ſo preſent with him as the ſoul, 
- whilſt it animates the body, is preſent with 
It; and every one's reflexions and ſenfations 
- will convince him, that this connexion, 


this union, 1s of all others, in nature the 
ſtrongeſt, and the moſt pungent and affect- 
ing. Nor can I forbear here reciting thoſe 


amaz ing words of our Saviour, which he 
uttered in his laſt prayer to his F ather, a 3 
FT... TRA Httle 
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little before his ſafferings : ' words, the full 
meaning of which we ſhall never be able 


to comprehend, till we are ſwallowed. up 


in the viſion and fruition. of God in hea- 
ven. I pray for them, that they all may 
e be one, as thou Father art in me, and 1 
in thee, that they alſo may be one in us. 


6 And the glory which thou gaveſt me, I 


« have given them, that they may be one 


« even as we are one: I in them, and 


oy thou | in me, that they may | be made per- 


« fect in one *.“ Now, what ſweet, what 
| ſatisfying, what extatic ple: aſures muſt thoſe _ 
be which reſult - from this union with 


Chriſt! 0 WhO would not with to be thus 


preſent with the Lord? But 1 muſt add a 
5 word or two, > 


" ly. Concerning the duration: of their 
felicity. They ſhall be with the Lord, 


not a month only, or a year, or a thouſand. 
years ; but for ever. No change ſhall paſs | 


den their happineſs, except that it ſhall be 


_ continually increaſing.” The ſun that en- 
lightens that world ſhall never loſe one 


Fay of its glory, nor ever be eclipſed by 


* John x xvii. 2, 22, 23. 
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| 1 
one interpofing cloud. The capacities of 
the ſaints ſhall ſuffer no decay, nor their 

reliſh for the pleaſures of Paradiſe in the 
leaſt abate. Their perſons, their honours, 

their work, their joys, ſhall all be im- 

mortal. The kingdom that ſhall be given 
| them ſhall never be moved. Not all the 
powers of hell ſhall be able to ſhake the 
foundations of it, or to excite in their 
breaſts the moſt diſtant apprehenſion of 
their ever being diſpoſſeſſed of it. Their 

crowns ſhall always ſhine upon their heads, 
and their ſceptres always flouriſh in their 
hands; their thrones ſhall be fixed and 
eternal. S0 that when millions of years 
have rolled round, it will be ſill true of 
them, that they are beginning their blits, - 


Juſt entering on | their reign, 


*Q 


And now, having taken a "Riflant view 
of the happineſs which the Chrittian hath | 
_ e > proceed, 


11. To conſider FO! period a at which this 
happineſs will commence : and that f! 18: the 
very inftant death has paſſed upon bim 
— 10 abſent from the body, and preſent with 
| Ke the 


1 1 „„ 
Fs the Lord.” The moment the earthly 
; houſe of this tabernacle is diſſolved, he 


ſhall be clothed upon with his houſe which 
18 from heaven. 


There are ſome, indeed, who poſtpone 
the happineſs of the ſaints to the morning 
of the reſurrection; and ſuppoſe that the 

| ſoul, in the interval between death and 

that time, remains in a ſtate of uncon- 
ſciouſneſs and inactivity. A notion this, 
which appears to me to have no et” 


tion in reaſon or the word of God. The 


foul is of a very different nature from the 
body: it hath none of the properties of 
body belonging 0 it. It is dt preſent 
united to the body, and acts upon it; of 
which every one is ſenſible. But by What 
ſecret band it is united to the body, and in 
what manner it acts upon it, we can none 
of us ſay. It i is certain alſo, that at death 
it ceaſes to animate the body: it departs 
out of it (to uſe our common mode of 
| ſpeech), and leaves it in the ſame cold, 
lifeleſs, inactive ſtate, as the earth on which 85 
we tread. But ſurely this union, be uit 
what it may, 1s not of ſuch a nature as 

— that, 8 
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| that, when it NY; It- ſhould bs followed 
with the diſſolution of the two conſtituent 
parts of man, the ſoul and body, which 


were thus united, As to the body, we 


know that that does not ceaſe to exiſt; and 


why ſhould we ſuppoſe that the ſoul ceaſes 


to exiſt? But it will be ſaid, by ſome who 
hold the opinion I am here oppoting, hat 
they do not affirm the ſoul ceaſes to exiſt, 
but that it diſcontinues its operations, ane 
ſinks into a totally inactive ſtate, in which _ 
it remains till the day of the reſurrection. 
But how the idea of its abſolutely ceaſing 7 
for any term to think, will, reflect, or be 
conſcious of any thing that is paſt, pre- 
ſent, or to come, is reconcilable. with its 


exiſtence, I am at a loſs to imagine. Or, 


its exiſtence will conf; ſt with this ſtate 
of total inſenſibility, it will 1 think follow 


from thence, that the ſoul may, .for aught 


there 18 in it to the contrary, remain in 
that ſtate as well for a million as a thou- 
ſand years: not to ſay that, upon this hy- 
potheſis, the arguments in favour of the 
immortality of the ſoul, ariſing from its 
immateriality, loſe all their effect. 


Truth 


[ 3 ] 


Truth T know wherever it lies ought to 
"Wh purſued, be its conſequences what they 
may: I cannot, however, help taking no- 
tice here how very diſagreeable an effect 


this notion muſt have upon the minds of 


good men, and how ill a tendency with 
reſpect to bad men. As to the former, it 


cannot ſurely but caſt a gloom over the 


mind of that man, whoſe chief pleaſure 
conſiſts in intellectual and deyout exerciſes 


of the ſoul, to be told that, from the time 


he dies to the day of the reſurrection, his 
enjoyments ſhall be totally intredicted, and 

be ſhall be as if he had never exiſted. _ 
Nor will the confideration, that the two 
points between the ſoul's falling aſleep and 

awaking muſt, to its own apprehenſion, be 

united; I ſay this conſideration will ſcarce 

be effectual to relieve his ſpirits of che ſad- 

neſs which this gloomy proſpect muſt needs 
occaſion. And as to the wicked, though 
they are told that at the general reſurrection 

1 they will be called to an account for their 

ſins, and be puniſhed accordingly; 1 fear 
the idea of their being without any con- 
ſciouſneſs for ſo long a period, as that be- 
tween death and the laſt Leden will 

have 
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have an unhappy effect to ſoothe; if Bot ä 
5 totally ſuppreſs, thoſe feelings which have 


a direct tendency to check men in their 
vicious courſes. 


But it is the Bible that muſt determine | 


this point: nor can I find in that ſacred 4 


book, any real countenance given to the 
notion I am oppoſing ; on the contrary, it 
| ſpeaks, I think, ſtrongly and clearly in 


favour of a ſeparate ſtate. . Our Saviour 


manifeſtly takes this doctrine for granted 5 
in the parable of Dives and Lazarus: and 2 


he plainly aſſerts it in his words to the 


penitent thief on the croſs; © To-day ſhalt 


thou be with me in Paradiſe *. 5 


: Apoſtle's ardent wiſh to depart. and be 


« with Chriſt, which,” he tells the Phi- 
lippians, « js far better than to continue _ 
44 here; 5 methinks very ſufficiently decides 


the point. But our text is, if poſſible, ſtill. 2 


more fully to the purpoſe. We are 
« confident and willing rather to be ab- 
« ſent from the body, and to be preſent 
« with the Lord.“ What plain reader 
would not conclude from this paſſage, that 
the ſoul of a good man, as ſoon as he dies, 


* Luke xxili. 43. 4 Philip. i. 23. 


Paſſes 3 


E 


i paſſes unto a ſtate of perfect lappineſs with 
God in heaven? And to ſay, that this was 


only the privilege of the Apoſtles, and ſome _ 
few of the firſt diſciples of Jeſus, and that 
it extends not to Chriſtians in general; is 
to ſpeak without the authority of ſcrip- 
ture, no intimation of this ſort being any 


where en us in that ſacred book. 15 


"You: ſee then. that death is the period : 


at which the happineſs 1 have been de- 
5 ſcribing commences. | And O how ſhould 


this reconcile us to death, and to thoſe - 


many circumſtances which often render the 
decline of life uncomfortable. and diſtreſs- 

ing! You are, Chriſtian, it may be, at | 
the eve of eternal Joys. — Let us now, e 


III. Conſider the grounds on which the 


faith and hope of a Chriſtian are built, 
with reſpe& to all this happineſs. The 
Confidence of which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks 
may refer both to the firm belief of the 
reality of a future ſtate of happineſs, and 
to the bleſſed aſſurance which he and other 
Chriſtians of thoſe times poſſeſſed, as to 
their own perſonal right and title to it. 
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We mall We briefly i inquire into the 
proper evidences of both the one and the 
other. And, 


5 iſt. As to the reality. of a Futura fate. 
My time will not allow me to conſider par- 
ticularly the many probable arguments in 
favour of this great truth, ariſing from that 
_ eager defire of immortality which is deep- 
ly implanted | in every breaſt; from the 
promiſcuous diſpenſations of rewards and 
- puniſhments in the preſent life; from the 
difficulty of accounting for many events 
in the hiſtory of this world, without ſup- 
poſing them to bear ſome relation to ano 
ther ſcene of action beyond the line of 
time; and from the general opinion that 
has obtained among mankind, that death 8 
does not put an end to their exiſtence. 1 


ſpeak to thoſe who believe the ſcriptures | 


to be the word of God ; and ſhall therefore 
reſt the whole upon the teſtimony. of the 


bible. And there we have the fulleſt ſatis- 


faction vpon the matter we can defire. 3 


From intimations given us in "his epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, it ſhould ſeem that the 
| Patriarchs | 


% 
Patriarchs had a lively faith of a future 
ſtate of bleſſedneſs. They ſought a better 


country than this, that is an heavenly; and 
looked for a city that hath foundations 


whole builder and maker is God *. Job 


knew that his Redeemer lived, and that 


after the preſent life he ſhould fe God +. 


Moſes had reſpect to the recompence of 


reward ||. David rejoiced in the hope of be- 
| holding the face of God in righteouſneſs, 
and being ſatisfied with his likeneſs; and 


aſſures us that there is moſt certainly a re- 
ward for the righteous, and a God that 
judgeth i in the carth d. Daniel tells us that 
many who ſleep in the duſt of the earth 
ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and 


ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt C. 


But, in the New Teſtament © life and i im- 
mortality are brought to light,“ that is, 
made more clear and plain than they were 
under the former diſpenſation. Our Savi- 


our, who had the words of eternal life, 


every where teaches this great doctrine in 
the fulleſt and moſt expreſs terms. The 


. pure i in heart,” Aays he, mall ſee Godt.” 


* Heb. Ni, 10, 7 7 + Job xiv. 25, 26. n Heb. xi. 26. | 


FO, xvii. 15. drill. 11. J Dan, xii. 2. Matth. v. 8. 
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The righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the 
ſun in the kingdom of their Father *.“ 


* 


* 


e Fear not, little flock ; for it is your Fa- 


66 


ther's good pleaſure to give you the 


Fc. kingdom +.” e OE: Lazarus,” ” he tells us : 

in the parable, 5 died, and was carried by 

the angels into Abraham's boſom &. 

5 And a little before his laſt ſufferings, he 

aſſures his diſciples, that in his Father's 

* houſe there were many manſions, and 

"= « that he was going before to prepare a 

= "oe place for them i 'To which I will on- Es 
ly add, that! in his laſt prayer he thus au- 

thoritatively expreſſes himſelf; „I will 
that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, 

5 40 be wal: me where I am, to behold my 
= i glory ys i And then as to the Apoſtles, 

. vou well know how largely they inſiſt 


upon this moſt animating and important 


doctrine, in their diſcourſes and epiſtles; 
aſſuring us, that « the bleſſed God, who 

„ cCannot lie, promiſed eternal life before 
the world began; that he graciouſly con 
4 firmed his promiſe. by an oath ; and that 
* he put the performance of it beyond all 


* Matth. xiii. 43. + Luke xii, * $ Ch. xvi. 22. 
* Jebo xiv, 2, +. 


| Ch. Xvi. 24. 
66 Aiſpute, | 


ET CRT 
1 | #6 diſpute, by the reſurrection of his own 
„ ſon from the dead *. Moreover, they 
bring heaven near to our view, by a variety 
| of the moſt expreſſive and ſtriking figures; 

| deſcribing it as © a hope laid up for the 

4 Chriſtian in that better world ; = 
1 inheritance of the ſaints in light; as a 


* reſt that remaineth for the people of 
„ God; a kingdom that cannot be moved; 1 
07 crown of righteouſneſs ; and a far. : vo ! 
„ more exceeding and eternal weight of 5 | 
cls | j 
— 


The certainty then of this fators ſtate of — 
| happineſs is no longer to be queſtioned, _ 1 wh : 
if theſe aſſurances of it be fairly proved to . 
come from God. And of this we have {| 
ecvery kind of evidence that can be reaſon- 
5 ably deſired; ſuch evidence as is adapted 
to carry the fulleſt conviction upon the 
mind of every ſober 1 inquirer. Here there- 5 


. fore, I might repreſent to you the antiqui- | 
ty, purity, excellence and ſublimity of the ; 
* ſacred records; the wonderful facts there- EE | 
3 2. Heb. vi. 7. 1 Pet, i. 3, 4. nb a | 
+ Col. i. 1 12. Heb. i iv. 9. Chap. xii, 28.2 Tick | 
iv. 8. 2 Cor, iv. 17. | 
In 


1 36 F 
in related, ſuch as the miracles, death, re- 
ſurrection and aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, all 
ſupported by the moſt natural and con- 
vincing teſtimony; the prophecies of the 

bible, their exact accompliſhment, and the 


fulfilment of ſome of them in our own. 


times; the amazing ſpread of the goſpel, | 
and the admirable effects it hath produced 
. the hearts and lives of men; the charac- 
ter of the ſacred writers, who as they 


1 affirmed they were divinely inſpired, ſo ap- 


| pear to have been perſons of upright minds, 
and holy and unblameable lives; men who 


boldly withſtood the prevailing: paſſions and 


1 prejudices of the times, expoſed themſelves 1 


to the greateſt inconveniences and diſtreſſes 


for the ſake of the truth, and many 4 
them ſealed it with their blood. And to 5 
all this I might add the very ſufficient : 


proof we have, that theſe aſſurances of a 
future ſtate have been preſerved uncorrupt 
through the worſt of times, and are truly 


| conveyed down to us. We know then, by 4 


a kind of evidence which amounts to moral 

| certainty, and which leaves every one Who 
rejects it without excuſe, that he who fears 1 
God, when he 1 is abſent from the body, s 


7 prefer! 5 


8} 


| preſent with the Lord. —But the main in- 


* is, 


9 2dly. By what criterions we may judge of 
our own perſonal title to a future ſtate of 
happineſs ? I fay main inquiry, becauſe it 
3s to be feared that many, who admit all 
that hath been ſaid of another world to be 
true, have yet no ſufficient grounds to 
conclude that the bliſs and glory of it are 
a prepared for them. To the examination 
therefore of our ſtate towards God it be- 
I | hoves us to addreſs ourſelves, with the 
greateſt attention and ſeriouſneſs. Sad in- 
deed it will be, ſhould our hope be found 8 
another day to have deceived us! And, 


without a good hope through grace, it is 


ſtrange to me how a man, if he be in his 


ſenſes, can have ny: tolerable enjoyment ot 
+5 himſelf. 


= ow it has been, and ſtill is, the hap- 
pineſs of ſome to be able to ſay, in the 
* language of the text, that they are confi- 
dent of this very thing, that, when they 
| ſhall be abſent from the body, they ſhall be 
4 preſent with the — Such was the feli- 


city 


2 2 2 
* * _—_— Ic 4 


2 


— 
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h city of the Apoſtle, and of thoſe to nite 
the paſſage on which I am diſcourſing was 
immediately directed. They poſſeſſed that | 
meetneſs for heaven which is common to | 
all real Chriſtians, and from whence we are 
_ warranted to infer our right to it. And : 


I EE . de _— 
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beſides this, they were favoured with an 


extraordinary and ſupernatural. teſtimony 4 
- from above of their intereſt in the joys of 
heaven. To the former, of which I ſhall 
| ſpeak more particularly hereafter, the 
Apoſtle refers, when he ſays, verſe 5th, FH 
© He. that hath wrought us for the ſelf- 
* ſame thing, is God:“ and to the latter, 
When he adds in the ſame verſe, © who _ 
„ hath alſo given unto us the earneſt of 
the ſpirit.” In much the fame manner 
he expreſſes himſelf, chap. i. ver. 22d, of 
i this epiſtle, where he ſays, «© God hath ” 
«© alfo ſealed us, and given the earneſt of 


the ſpirit in our hearts.” They had ſuch 3 


i deep impreſſions made upon their breaſts of 1 
15 the love of God to them in Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
and ſuch bright diſcoveries of the glories of 3 
the inviſible ſtate, as put their title to ever- 
laſting happineſs beyond all diſpute. And ; 
this. favour was vouchſafed them, it is rea- * 


1 onable 


ot TY WRIT I ras * 


1 


 foguble. to ſuppoſe, in coutileraeion of the 


very great difficulties and trials to which a 
profeſſion of the true religion expoſed them. 


And the effect was anſwerable to the mer- 


ciful intention of a good and gracious God: 


for, thus happily releaſed from thoſe gloomy 
doubts and fears which ſometimes diſtreſs 


and embarraſs us in our Chriſtian courſe, 


they rejoiced with joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory; and, realizing the heavenly in- 
heritance as their own, they were inſpired 
with a firmneſs of mind, which made them 
ſuperior to the frowns and Hatteries of the 


preſent world. 


Nor are we to ſuppoſe that this was a 
18 peculiar to primitive times. The : 
| like privilege ſome good men, in every age, 


| have been favoured with on ſpecial and ex= 


5 11 occaſions. And, were we fo 
| . attentive to the means of religion as we 
\ ought to be, there are promiſes in the word 

of God that would warrant our expectation 2 
4 of much brighter hopes and joys, than 


thoſe we are too apt to be contented with. 
But it is by no means to be concluded 


| from what has been ſaid, that aſſurance is 
Hh BE eſſential 


Tt 1 


1 55 eſſential to faith, A real Chriſtian who, 
to uſe the words of the Apoſtle, hath “ a 
good hope through grace *, may yet, 
through various cauſes, be oppreſſed with 

many diſcouraging fears and jealouſies as to 

bis future ſtate. This the ſcriptures au- 
- thorize me to ſay. For ſo much is certain- 
ly implied in that queſtion of the Prophet, 

Who is among you that feareth the 
bY Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ſer= ; 

* vant, that walketh in darkneſs and hath 


4 


no light? Let him truſt in the name of 


« the Lord, and ſtay upon his God 4. ” "= 
And upon this ſuppoſition it is the 8 
minded, and the weak in faith, are recom- 2 
mended to our tender compaſſion; and We 
are exhorted to lift up the hands which -Y 
hang down, and the feeble knees l. Let N 
not therefore the humble, diffident, Chriſ- | 
tian haſtily conclude, that he ſhall not at 
1 death be preſent with the Lord, becauſe hge 
cannot fay, that he knows 1 in himſelf i it will * 
--be ſo. And here, you will give me leave 1 
to obſerve on the other hand, that there "4 
have been thoſe who have wrought them- # 


- * 2 The. it, * + Ifa, E. %. & 1 The. v. 14 
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ſelves up into a confident perſuaſion of their 
Intereſt in the ſpecial favour of God, whoſe 
tempers and conduct have given others too 
juſt cauſe to apprehend their pretences were 
vain and delufive. Wherefore great cau- 
tion is to be uſed in diſtinguiſhing between 
the warm and haſty fallies of unhallowed 
_ paſſions, and the prevailing inclinations and 
tendencies of a renewed mind. 


What, then; are the ordinary ad pro- 
per evidences of a man's title to the hea- 
venly bleſſedneſs? For a reply to this 
queſtion we muſt have recourſe to the holy 

ſcriptures, in which theſe evidences are 
laid down in very clear, full and | 
tory terms. 
bring ourſelves aright to this teſt, 1 1. 
ſo to try ourſelves by it, as to avoid the ex- 
tremes of ſelf-flattery on the one hand, and 
unreaſonable ſeverity on the other. Now : 

here it is to be obſerved, that as mankind 

are in a guilty fallen ſtate, and as it is 
through the ſacrifice and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt alone that ſinners are reconciled t to 

God; fo, by the conſtitution of the eo: 
- el; faith and TEpentance are neceſlary to 


The only difficulty is, 
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Alrktion, The two firſt great queſtions, 
therefore, to be put to ourſelves are theſe, 
Have I with all my heart believed in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? And, have I truly and 
ingenuouſſy repented of all my ſins ? If, 
upon a ſerious examination of ourſelves, 
we can anſwer in the affirmative to theſe 
queſtions, we have undoubtedly a title to 
the heavenly bleſſedneſs. But, as the 
Apoſtle is ſpeaking in this context of a 
certain meetneſs for heaven, from whence 
reſulted that confidence which the primi- 
tive Chriſtians poſſeſſed as to their title to 
55 may be proper here to inquire, in a 
few words, Wherein that meetneſs conſiſts ? 
He that hath wrought us for the ſelf= 
„ ſame thing,” fays he, * is God.” As 
if he had ſaid, The bleſſed God bath, 
e of his mercy, and by the gracious in- 
4 fluence of his Spirit, moulded us into a 
„ temper ſuited to the better world, We 
e are willing to be abſent from the bod, 
« and wiſh to be preſent with the Lord. 
* and from the prevalence of theſe deſires i 
„in our breaſts, and their effect on our 
KLE lives, as well as from the earneſt of the 5 
6 Spirit which he hath given us, we con- 
„33 clude 


; e 45 15 


[I <« clude that at death we ſhall be happy." 


| Would we, then, know whether we are 


the heirs of future bliſs and glory? let 


us proceed in the examination of ourſelves : 


by the fame meaſures. 


How od we PT in x the firſt place, 5 
to the preſent world ? It is not neceſſary 


that we ſhould loſe all reliſh for the inno- 


cent enjoyments of liſe; that we ſhould 
lay aſide the buſineſs of our callings, with 
draw ourſelves from ſociety, and retire into 
a wilderneſs. It is not neceſſary that we 
: ſhould be ſo out of humour with the body, 
as to negle&t making a prudent proviſion 
for its ſupport: © no man,” ſays the Apoſtle, 
« ever yet hated his own fleſh ; but nouriſh- 
eth and cheriſheth it*.” Nor is it ne- 
i ceſſary, however deſirable, that a reluc- 
tance to death ſhould be totally extirpated 7 
from our nature. But ſurely it is neceſſary, 
if we are real Chriſtians, that we have a 
higher reliſh for the pleaſures of religion, 
than any worldly enjoyments whatever; 
that we feel greater anxiety, and a more in- 


tenſe concern, about the one thing needfal, 


* . v. 29. 


than 
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than about our moſt important temporal i in- 
tereſts; and that we prefer the health of the 


ſoul to that of the body. And, you eaſily 


ſee that theſe tempers are totally inconſiſtent 
with a lawleſs gratification of bodily appe- 
tites, with a greedy, avaritious purſuit of 
the world, and with an allowed omiſſion 
of religious duties, or an indolent heartleſs 
performance of them. Do we, then, en- 
deavour to reſtrain and regulate | the appe- 
tites and paſſions of nature? And, reflect- 
ing that the body 1 is too often an occafion of 
tin, do we on that account wiſh to be ab- — 
ſent from it, as well as becauſe of the pains 
5 and diſorders we may ſometimes endure? 
Have we a ſovereign. contempt for the 
5 world, when it dares diſpute the preemi- 
nence in our breaſts with that love we feel 


to the bleſſed God, and the infinitely ado- | 


rable Saviour? And do we expreſs our in- 


difference to the world, by enjoying the 


comforts of it with moderation, by endur- 


ing the afflictions of it with patience, and by 
- generouſly contributing according to our abi- 
| Hities, to the advancement of religion, ang 

the good of our fellow- creatures? Are we 

impelled to the dutics of pray and devotion, 


not 


. 


1 
3 


n 


not merely by the dictates of conſcience, 
and a flaviſh dread of the conſequence of 


neglecting them; but by a firm perſuaſion 


of their utility and importance, and an 


5 eager thirſt after heavenly and divine bleſs- 

ings? If this be the caſe, I may venture to 
; affirm, that when we are abſent from the 
body, we ſhall be preſent w with the Lord. 


But, we may carry our inquiries til fur- 
ther, and aſk. ourſelves, How our hearts 
and affeQions are diſpoſed to that better 
: world I have been deſcribing ? The em- 2 
ployments and pleaſures of it are, as you 
have ſeen, all pure and ſpiritual. „% No- 
25 thing that defileth can in any wiſe enter 
e into the New Jeruſalem, neither whatſo= _ 
e ever worketh abomination, or maketh a 
« lie . | Whoever is admitted there, muſt 
bid a 52 adieu not only to pain, diſap- 
pointment and trouble, but to all irregular 
paſſions, vain and trifling diſcourſe, and 
: unworthy and ſinful purſuits. Now, can 
wWoee think with inward ſatisfaction and de- 5 
2 light of ſpending an eternal duration, in 
: contemplating the infinitely bleſſed God, 


* * Rey, xi, 27. 
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his nature, perfections and works; in be- 
holding the matchleſs glories of the divine 5 
Jeſus; in converſing with the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect; and, in doing the will 
of our Father who is in heaven? If ſo, we 
oy may be aſſured, we have a right to enter 
in through the gates into the city. He 
« that hath mug us for the ſelf-ſame 
66 «© thing, i 18 God. Nor would he have thus 
made us meet, in our meaſure, to be par- 
| takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, if he had not, of his grace, deſign- 
cd that inheritance for us. And now it 
remains 'N 


Eo 1v. and Laſtly, 70 inquire, what effect 
5 this confidence may and ought to have 
upon our temper and conduct! * 


- Much, you are ſenfible, might be ſaid 

here reſpecting the mighty influence of this 

divine hope to purify our hearts, to animate 
us to our duty, and to moderate our affec- _ 
tions to the world. But, as theſe effects 2 
are of the ſame nature with thoſe qualifica- 
tions of a real Chriſtian J have been juſt 


deſcribing ; it my ſuffice to obſerve, that 
they 
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E | 
they will become more and more appa- 
rent and ſtriking, as our faith and hope 


on advance towards perfection. I muſt, how- 


| ever, take ſome more particular notice of 


that one happy fruit of an aſſured expec- 
tation of heaven, which appeared ſo con 


ſpicuouſly in the primitive Chriſtians, and - 


which is particularly referred to in this con- 


text, and that is, not only an acquieſcence - 


in afflition, but a holy exultation and 
triumph of foul amidſt the ſevereſt out- 
ward troubles. And indeed, when we 
rightly confider it, it is ſo far from being 


ſtrange that a man, with theſe glorious 
a proſpects before him, ſhould become ſupe- 


rior to the dread of poverty, perſecution, 
and even death itſelf; that it is rather to 
be wondered at that the little things of the 


ö preſent life, ſhould at all prove trials to the . 


reſolution of a real Chriſtian. The true 
reaſon why we are ſo apt to faint in a time 
+ of adverſity, is our walking more by ſight | 
than by faith. Did we look ſteadily to the 


5 things which are not ſeen, even to that far | 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory 10 


which is laid up for us in heaven; our 
| vn” afflictions would ſeem light and 


1 momentary: 


: T 50. 1 
: momentary : | though we were bre on | 
every ſide, we ſhould. not be diſtreſſed ; 


though perplexed, not in deſpair; though 
perſecuted, not forſaken ; though caſt down, 


not deſtroyed. It ſtands to reaſon that this 


would be the caſe: and tat abundantly 
; confirms this reaſoning. 5 


The Old Testament werthies: - as we 
learn from the eleventh chapter to the 


Hebrews, were not only reconciled to their 


afflictions by the hope of a future recom- 
pence of reward, but were wrought up to 


a degree of boldneſs and reſolution, that 


excited the aſtoniſhment of all beholders. 
« Through faith they ſubdued kingdoms, 
„ wrought righteouſneſs, obtained pro- 
„ miſes, ſtopped the mouths of lions, | 
« quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped | 
« the edge of the ſword, out of weakneſs 
% were made ſtrong, waxed valiant in 
« fight, turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens: women received their dead raiſed 
«© to life again: and others were tortured, 
c not accepting deliverance, that they 


3 might obtain a better reſurrection. And 


| 7 BETS: had trial of cruel. . and 1 


ie ſcourgings, yea moreover of bonds and 
« impriſonment; they were ſtoned, they 


* ee were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
3 ſlain with the ſword; they wandered 5 | 
abroad in ſheep's ſkins and goat's errant — —— 
being deſtitue, afflicted, tormented 3. | 


And the perſecuted Hebrews themſelves, 1 
to whom this account was more imme 

diately given, for the encouragement 1 — 
their faith ; © took joyfully the ſpoiling of | 
« their goods, knowing in themſelves that 


44 they had in heaven a better and an endur- : 
ad ing ſubſtance +. ” The Apoſtles 00 gloried | 


. in tribulations þ 5 and the words of the 
tert are the language of the ſweeteſt ſe- 
; * renity and pleaſure, amidſt the blackeſt | 
a | ſtorms of temporal adverfity; * We are | 
* = confident, and willing rather to be ab 
—_— «ſent from the body, and to be preſent | 
A [-:---56 with the Lord,” g 
ie... 5 | 
> And, bleſſed be God! we are not with- | 
"I out ſome inſtances of this ſort in our own | 
ey E times. We have ourſelves known and 
nd converſed with thoſe, who have held the 
nd fame language, in ſeaſons of great outward 


| 

| 
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trouble, and in the near views of death, 
And it is no ſmall pleaſure to me, that, 
\ whilſt I am ſympathizing with the ſor- 
rowful relatives of our deceaſed friend, 
MRS. Sus ANNA BrITTAIN, on which o- 
caſion I have been deſired to diſcourſe on 
theſe words; 1 fay, it affords me no ſmall 
oo pleaſure, that I am authorized to ſay, ſuch 
was her temper and language in the proſ- 
DL od of her approaching diſſolution. _ 


4 had not the 5 of bei i inti- 
mately acquainted with her; but I am well 


aſſured by thoſe who had, that ſhe was a 


perſon of a ſweet and amiable temper, 
formed by nature and grace to make thoſe 


around her happy. In her early days, 
deeply impreſſed with the great things of 
God, ſhe made a public profeſſion of her 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : and, | 
through life, was an ornament to that pro- | 
feſſion; filling up every relation to the 

glory of God, and the credit of religion. 

Her tender ſympathy. with the afflicted ; 
| her love of peace, and ſolicitous eee 1 
to promote it; her kind diſpoſition to put 
the moſt favourable conſtruction upon the 


words 


to whom I ſpeak: 


* with all, 


THT 


words and actions of others; and her anxi- 

ous concern to promote the intereſts of 
. piety in her own family; z were ſuch fruits 
of real religion, as will, I doubt not, em- 


balm her memory in the breaſts of many 


and, would to God! 
that in theſe reſpects, as well as others 1 


might mention, we may all of us be diſ- 
| poſed to imitate her amiable . 


It lad God to viſit ber with e a very 


1 5 long and painful illneſs, which nevertheleſs 
ſhe bore with great patience and ſubmiſſion. 

1 Duriog the courſe of it, being aſked on a 
. How it was with her ſoul?” ſhe 
FR expreſſed ſome doubt, not as to the ground 
of her confidence, « for Chriſt,” ſaid ſhe, 

« has done all in point of merit; but how | 
_ & ſhall I know it was for me! py 
however, being reminded that what God 
had done i in her, was an evidence of her 


intereſt i in what Chriſt had merited for her, | 
her doubts ſeemed to ſubſide: 


wards declared, 


„but willing to die; that death had no 
60 «© horrors ; and that ſhe was ready to part 


| if that were the pleaſure of 
e 66 God. . 


Upon, : 


and ſhe after- 
00 That ſhe was not afraid, 5 


EVE 1 54 3. e 
« God.” Another time ſhe faid, ad- 
dtefing herſelf to the affectionate partner 


N life, © think you, my dear, and | 
. others are too deſirous of my life ; DE is 


„ eruel to pray for it.” And, upon his 


expreſſing his wiſh that ſhe might have reſt, 
meaning ſleep; ; the added. I know there 
% remaineth a reſt for the people of God.” 
When her life was at any time prayed for, 
ſhe ſeemed unhappy ; but, when an eaſy 
paſſage was aſked for her to a better world, 
ſhe was all devotion, lifting up her hands 


and eyes to God. A few days before her 


deceaſe, her ſpeech began to fail her: the 


could, however, ſay, which ſhe did with = 


earneſtneſs, | 2 His chariot- wheels are long 
ek 1 coming.“ After this being aſked, | 

. Whether ſhe was comfortable?“ ſhe re- 
plied, « es.. And, on the 29th of May | 


in the evening, without a groan or ſtruggle, = 


ſhe ſweetly fell aſleep in Jeſus. A letter 


ſhe left behind her to my worthy brother, 
her ſorrowful relict, requeſting him to give 
Ll ſum, ſhe mentions, to the poor, % that 
0 they, as ſhe expreſſes it, may rejoice . 


: 10 on earth, as I truſt I ſhall in heaven, 


« ' through. the merits of my exalted Re- : 
4 deemer, 


Tv) 


ec deciner, who, I believe, 1s gone before 


to prepare manſions of glory for you, 
why my dear, and for me. O that bleſſed : 
day,” adds ſhe, « when we ſhall meet : 
above, to ſing of redeeming grace and 


ce 


Oy dying love!“ 


"Hack. was the character, and ſuch the 
exit of this excellent woman! And, from 


her happy experience there reſults a fren 


evidence in favour of religion, and of the 


reality of that divine influence which . 
exerted on the hearts of Chriſtians, to pre- 


pare them for the heavenly ſtate. May we 


all feel the force of this evidence, and - 


. enjoy the comfort of it! Eſpecially you, 
my dear brother, who are intimately con- 


cerned i in this mournful providence! Your | 
loſs is very great, and I moſt heartily join 
the reſt of your friends i in their tender ſym- : 

| pathy with you. But, pungent as your 

ſorrow is, I perſuade myſelf, the abundant 


5 ſatisfaction you have as to the Happy con- 


dition of our dear departed ſiſter, and the | 

good hope you poſſeſs, through grace, as 
to your own. future ſtate, will reſtrain and 
moderate your grief. 1 pray God, of his in- 
. | finite 
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finite mercy, to pour divine confifutions 


into your afflicted breaſt; to inſpire you 
with new vigour in your work; to add yet 


many more ſeals to your miniſtry; and, at 


a diſtant period, to crown your hopes and 
labours with diſtinguiſhed Joys. and honours 
in the Wenn above. 


c And, permit me to expreſs my earneſt wiſh, | | 


that this providence may be ſanctified to 


you, my friends, who are come hither to pay 


this laſt reſpectful tribute to the memory of 
a pious and affectionate relative! Her face 
you will no more ſee in the fleſh; but the 
: benefit of her counſels, example, a and - 
| prayers, you will, I hope, long enjoy. | 
How can you, then, better expreſs the real | 
ſorrow you feel for her removal hence, than | 


by frequently calling up her amiable pattern 


to your view, and aiming to copy after it? | 
| So may you hope to enjoy that ſerenity and | 

chearfulneſs in the proſpect of death, which, 
as you have heard, was her unſpeakable ſe. 2 
: licity ; and which 1 dy Pry. may be 8 
yours. 


1 57 3 
May this inſtance of mortality, and what 8 


has been ſaid on the occaſion, have alſo a 
happy effect to awaken us all to a ſerious 


conſideration of our future and eternal in- 


tereſts! Each of us muſt, erelong, take 
o0dur leave of the body, or, to uſe the lan- 
Aauage of the text, be abſent from it. And 
can we anticipate that great event in our 
thoughts, without being anxious to know 
| what will become of our immortal ſpirits ? 5 

| Whither will they flee? To the realms of 
light and glory — or to the abodes of dark 
| neſs and deſpair ? What company will they ß 
Join? The ſociety of the bleſſed above — 
or that of damned ſpirits beneath? Will 
they be preſent with the Lord, to behold 
bis glory — or be puniſhed with everlaſting 
deſtruction from his preſence, and the glory 
of his power? The latter will moſt aſſured- 
HY ly be the condition of all thoſe, who neglect 
and deſpiſe the great ſalvation the Goſpel re- 
voeals, and live in ſubjection to ſin and the 
| world. For how can it be expected, that 
God will extend his mercy to thoſe, who are 
not ſenſible of their need of it; and Who 
treat the means he has appointed for eſcap- 
. ing the wrath to come with indifference, i 


*. not 


1 


| not contempt? O no. T hs remain- | 
«© eth no more ſacrifice for ſins, but a cer- 

4 tain fearful looking for of judgment, and 
CLE fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the 
« advyerfaries *.” Beſides, if it would any 


way conſiſt with the juſtice and goodneſs 


of God, notwithſtanding all, to extend his 
mercy to ſuch perſons; ſtill, it would be 


impoſſible for them to be happy in another 
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world, unleſs their depraved ſpirits were re- 

newed, and a new bent given to their 
minds. O let me beſeech you, ſinners, to 
5 conſider theſe things. Flee from the wrath 

to come, and lay hold on eternal life. 
CE Behold, now 18 the accepted time, be- 


8 „ hold, now is the day of falvation +.” of 
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Caſt yourſelves at the feet of divine mercy. 
Plead the ſacrifice and merits of the Son of 


God. And O may you obtain forgiveneſs, ÞV 


and the gift of the N A through | 
him! 8 


But I muſt not conclude, without con- 
: gratulating the humble Chriſtian on the 
joyful proſpects before him. ou are re- 

. conciled to the idea of being abſent from 


* Heb, xX. 26, 27. 4 2 Cor, v vi. 2. 


the body : yea, I may add, there are cir- 


| cumſtances which render that idea pleaſing 
to you. You would be glad to be deliver- 


ed from a body of ſin and death. Well q 


This will be your happineſs erelong : and, 


more than this, you ſhall inſtantly be been 


Fi ſent with the Lord. 0 raviſhing thought! 


What heart can conceive a thouſangth part 


| of the bliſs that is comprehended in this 


expreſſion ! Give God the glory of theſe 


regt hopes: live agreeable to them: and, 


0 may they happily reconcile you to the 0 
| troubles of the preſent ſtate, and infuſe a 
divine ſweetneſs into all the comforts of 5 


l 
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